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Thanks for the memories Mr. Westbrock...

Fifty-five years ago! Wow, that's
several lifetimes, and yet when
Christmas rolls around each year, it
seems like only yesterday.

The Inland Children's Chorus
was a legend for many years in
Dayton, Ohio. Under the direction of
Richard B. Westbrock, this 100 voice
chorus performed at many special
events during the Christmas season.

One such event was a special
concert at the Dayton Art Institute in

! December ot 1940. Mana emem A |
Hauﬂmuﬂg

Ganeral Motors, recorded the ﬁy
concert and made the recordings
into a special Christmas album which
they then presented to middle and
upper management personnel of
Inland as a Christmas present.

(continued on next page)
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My brother, Art McWhorter, was in management at
that time at Inland and received one of the albums. It
was played many times over the years and received the
usual number of scratches, nicks and needle slides that
you might expect. There were 2 records measuring 18
inches across and recorded at 78 rpm.

Eventually, the records were given to me for
nostalgic reasons since contemporary record players
could no longer handle this size at 78 rpm.

They occupied a “hallowed” place on the top shelf
of my closet for the past 40 years.

Then, this past Christmas of 1994, my 12 year old
grandsen, Jeremy Phelan, was telling me about his
church’s Christmas concert and I asked him what songs
they sang. In a rather aloof manner he informed me that

I“probably had never heard of them since they were not
the traditional Christmas Carols”. (Grandchildren have
a way of letting you know that you are not as young as
you would like to think.)

1 persisted and he told me one of the songs was
“Gesu Bambino” (Baby Jesus). I said, “Heard it?
recorded it when I was your age!" That brought roars of
laughter from everyone in the room, especially the
other six brothers, sisters and cousins.

That did it!!

Since we no longer had a record player that could
handle the original recordings, I decided to find a
source that specialized in restoring old records.

Well, after a long search (and several hundred
dollars) I found a company that, through some pretty

sophisticated electronic wizardry, was able to take these
885 year old records and restore the sound to a near
flawless original master tape.

From this master, I have made a number of tapes
which I am pleased to share (free of charge) with
anyone who had anything to do with the chorus at that
time.

Incidentally, my grandson Jeremy thought my solo
of “Gesu Bambino® was neat. (That’s all. Fifty five years
of blood, sweat and tears, and all I get is neat!)

Finally, the beautiful high note in “Gesu Bambino"
as well as the opening lines of "Ave Maria" were sung
by my “High Note Assistant,” Jim Walsh. By this time in
our careers, Jim was still a soprano, and my voice had
dropped down to alto. The reason, I think, is that I finally

Phelan Tribute Publication
Christmas 1995 — Pages 1-2

discovered girls, and Jim had discovered basketball.
(Only kidding Jim).

The following pages are reproductions of the Inland
Employee Magazine for Christmas of 1940 and 1941.

I hope you enjoy this “stroll down memory lane™
as much as | have enjoyed recreating a moment in
history that meant a lot to me.

Interested parties may contact me at PO Box 52458,
Atlanta, GA 30355.

‘Warmest Regards,

7

Matt Phelan
September, 1995

InlandChorus.com
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Starting happily home having seen Santa {left below).
Munching pap corn balls received st the party (center below).
Leaving the party with gifts from Santa (right below).

In this issue are photographs taken as Inlanders enjoyed their 18th Annual Christmas
Party at Memorial Hall on Sunday, December 22.

Featured on the program was the Inland Children's Chorus [two views on pages 2
and 5) and Santa Claus, shown above as he welcomed two small girls to the party.

Arriving ot the party are the groups shown in the pictures fo the right.

InlandChorus.com




Santa's Helper, Mary Robinson, issues toys

THE INLANDER

Jan. 3, 194}

TO STAGE OUR ANNUAL PARTY

On their way home are Stanley Smith (Clutch), his son
and other youngsters.

"How are you chil-
dren?" greets Santa
Claus (lef).

Leaving the parey are George Francis [Rubber Wheel),
his child and others.

In appreciation of their fine work Mr. Whittaker and
Mr. Woastbrock issue presents to members of the

Children's Chorus.

Appeasement of hungry party workers' appetites was

Ushers Bergman and Rowland as-
accomplished by A. J. Albers and Cafeteria worksrs.

to these little fellows. sist guests from the stage.

GIFT DRUMS FROM SANTA

CLAUS and the sight of the

photographer  quieted  these

happy youngsters—for the time
being.

HAPPY ABOUT THE WHOLE
THING is Patty Lou Weaver,
member of the Chorus and
her Dad. Joe Weaver. of the
Plant Protection Staif.

APPRECIATION GIFTS to Chorus

‘W. 8. Whittaker, General Manage

Director of Chor Emest Go:

boys monopolized picture— but
manicure seis an

THE INLANDER

Schlechty. to me: bn rs c’ the
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TURKEY DINNERS FOR SANTA'S HELPERS. A. ]. Albe
ager of the Cafeteri serves a dinner of turkey and ™t
dr

Darlene daughter of
and Lin Schlechty,

of the o m of the 400 a
1 turkey dinners.

TWO OF THE TINIEST
at the party were Donna and
Carol Olseski, granddaughters

of Stanley Olseski, of General
Service Department.

FUN BACESTAGE between
parties as these members of
the Children’s Chorus demon-
strate that their talents are not
entirely vocal.

arty
urday, December 23. 1939.

It was a grand party and Inland Mcm-
agement is happy to express iis heart-
felt appreciation to the 400 wvolunteers
who unselfishly contributed their time
and efforts to stage three great shows
beginning . at 12:30, 3:30 and 7:00
o'clock.

And we believe it fitting to add
the sincere thanks of all Inlanders
to the Children’s Chorus, the ush-
ers, the toy distributors, the Plant
Protection Stadf (also. our City Po-
lice and Firemen). to Delco Prod-
ucts for the use of parking space
and to all others who cooperated
so splendidly to make the 1939
Christmas Party a grand success.

END OF A PERFECT

_ A
e [ Y

s received
balls.

d Manufact .- Daylon, Ohis
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Note by Matthew Phelan

sophisticated electronic wizardry, was able to take these
55 year old records and restore the sound to a near
flawless original master tape.

From this master, I have made a number of tapes
which I am pleased to share (free of charge) with
anyone who had anything to do with the chorus at that
time.

Incidentally, my grandson Jeremy thought my solo
of “Gesu Bambino” was neat. (That’s all. Fifty five years
of blood, sweat and tears, and all I get is neat!)

Finally, the beautiful high note in “Gesu Bambino”
as well as the opening lines of “Ave Maria" were sung
by my “High Note Assistant,” Jim Walsh. By this time in
our careers, Jim was still a soprano, and my voice had
dropped down to alto. The reason, I think, is that I finally

discovered girls, and Jim had discovered basketball.
(Only kidding Jim).

The following pages are reproductions of the Inland
Employee Magazine for Christmas of 1940 and 1941.

I hope you enjoy this “stroll down memory lane”
as much as I have enjoyed recreating a moment in
history that meant a lot to me.

Interested parties may contact me at PO Box 52456,
Atlanta, GA 30385.

Warmest Regards,

T
Matt Phelan
September, 1995
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